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Chapter XII

Showeth the virtue of Christ's death, freeing us from the law.

For the fuller clearing of this, I shall endeavor to make it appear,


First, from what law we are freed;


Secondly,  In what manner, or under what consideration we are freed.


1.  The law we are freed from is the law given to Adam, or the law given on Mount Sinai.  It is needful for us to know those two dispensations, the one by God to Adam and all the world; the other to Moses and the children of Israel, to be one and the same substantial law; which we may perceive in the Epistle to the Romans where it is written,  For when the Gentiles which have not the law, viz. as it was given to Israel by Moses in that dispensation or ministration; do by nature, that is to say, by that original instinct or principle that is in their hearts by creation, the things contained in the law; viz. of Moses; these having not the law, viz. given to them by Moses, are a law unto themselves, that is to say, they have it in their hearts; which show the work of the law written in their hearts.


This appears yet more evident if we consider the punishment threatened by both was the same;  therefore, is it said verse 15, their conscience bearing witness and their thoughts the mean while accusing or excusing one another; their own hearts accusing them is a manifest proof of wrath to be the fruit of sin, and condemnation the portion of sinners;  therefore, saith the Apostle, By one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin,  this death is explained to be judgment to condemnation.

Objection:  


If the law and punishment be the same, that of Adam and that of Moses, to what purpose serves the law by Moses, is it not needless?

Solution:  


I answer, no verily.  Though the substance was the same, yet the administration was diverse.  The law of Moses was added because of transgressions, the law entered, that the offense might abound, that the exceeding sinfulness of sin might be discovered, that so it might discover the dead, sinful estate they were in that thought themselves alive.  For by the law is the knowledge of sin.  The offense was before, but abounded not.  Man, I say, was even dead in sin, stupid and careless until the law was given on Sinai.  Then thundered out curses, that is to say, now God was resolved to make appear the wickedness of sin, but this was only to Israel, a chosen people, other nations had not this privilege, for this law we must understand was not given alone to them, for the  service of God and the promises were annexed to it.  They had many types to hold forth their Savior, the Lord Jesus to do that for them that might answer for what they themselves could not do.  And by this were the Gentiles (for so the Jews called the rest of the nations) hedged forth.  This was a partition wall.  Now Paul was once alive without the law, viz. in his own conceit, but when the command came, sin revived, for the law was given that the offense might abound and Paul died, (viz. saw his dead condition, so that the commandment which was appointed to life, that is to say, to drive men to Jesus for the law was a schoolmaster to Christ, even the law of commands, whippings and lashings, as well as the law of ceremonies, shadowing forth Christ to us, Who is the end of the law for righteousness.);  he found was death to him, that is to say, through the deceitfulness of sin slew him, as being the executioner against him, so that this law was but the fuller discovery of the other law, for the curse was all one.

Under what consideration we are freed from the law.


But because the law is to be considered several ways, I shall show you in what senses we may look upon the law and in which sense we are freed from it.  Now we may look upon the law four manner of ways,


First, As a covenant of works,  Do this and live, do it not and thou shalt die.


Secondly, As given by Moses on Mount Sinai;


Thirdly, As written in the heart in the first creation;


Fourthly, As written in our hearts in the second creation by Christ Jesus.


The two first ways are  as two legal copies, the one appearing more plainly to be read then the other.  This covenant of works to Adam, If  thou doest this, thou shalt die, was written in great letters (as I may so say) to Israel.  The writing of the law, of loving God, and our neighbor, in the heart, in the first creation is fair written by Jesus, by the finger of God's Spirit in our hearts in the new creation, Jer. 31.  I will write my law in your hearts, saith the Lord.


Now, if you consider the law as given by Moses written in tables of stone, it was to the Jews the ministration of death, or a covenant of works to which appertained ceremonies and sacrifices.  In which sense we Gentiles neither have, nor ever had anything to do with it.  It was only so given to the Jews;  therefore, it is said, we are not come to Mount Sinai, that might not be touched, but to Mount Zion, the grace of God in the Gospel.


Now, if you consider the law as a covenant of works to Adam, though we were under it, we are freed from it.  For what curses the Jews were subject to by the law, as written in Tables of Stone; we were, as the law at first was written in our hearts, likewise subject to.  For Abraham had two sons:  the one by a bond-maid, the other by a free-woman; the one from Sinai engendering to bondage, the other from Mount Zion;  one of works, the other of grace.  We are now freed from the curse of the law, and there is no condemnation to them that are in Christ Jesus.


As by the first Adam sin entered into the world, and death by sin, so by one man, Jesus Christ, the free gift came of many (ye all) offenses of them He died for to justification of life.  It is not now said to us do this and live, but because you live;  therefore, do this.  'Tis not now said, if thou eatest ( I mean to the Father's chosen ones) thou shalt die, but being dead thou shalt live by Jesus Christ.  If thou sinnest, thou has an Advocate Jesus Christ the Righteous, Who covers all thy sins, so that the gospel brings good news and hence it is that we hear so much of life eternal and freedom from the curse which makes me desire thee to look a little back to the variety of God's dispensations till Christ.


Adam sinned, in dying, he died.  Christ was immediately promised.  We hear not much (though something) of the wickedness of sin, or of the greatness of punishment, nor much of a Redeemer.  And yet was Adam saved by faith in Christ as well as we and the same way did condemnation seize on the unbelievers then as well as now.


A little after we have more of Christ in a promise to Abraham and a good land must type forth salvation and circumcision was given in token that Christ should come of the seed of Abraham and then we hear more of cutting of from the people.  A while after this the law was given by Moses, then lightening and thunder streamed from the Mount.  Fire flashed in their faces, blackness of darkness, tempest and the sound of a trumpet terrified them, yea, then they heard the voice of words which they were not able to bear;  therefore,  they entreated that they might not be spoken to anymore for they could nor endure that which was commanded, yea, it made Moses himself exceedingly fear and shake.  Now it was that which was threatened before, roused up itself in more terrible appearances.  Now likewise appears more of Christ's sacrifice:  Priests and divine service were all instituted to hold forth Christ.  Little yet of eternal wrath or life was manifested but in shadows.  Cursed be thou in thy basket and store.  Blessed shalt thou be and eat the fat of the good land.  Of this nature the cursings and blessings seemed to be then, yet the same way of salvation and damnation, then, as now.


But the same God that spake before sundry times and divers manners, hath in these last days spoken by His Son.  Now life and immortality is brought to light by the Gospel.  Now the veil is rent in twain.  Now are Jews and Gentiles both in one estate and now soundeth the noise of hell fire, eternal wrath, the second death and destruction.  Now are we delivered from our enemies that no curse can come nigh all our dwelling places.

Objection:  


The law was holy, just and good.  How comes it to be done away?

Solution:  


I answer:  God ordained sacrifices that were holy, just and good and yet were to give way to that substance.  The dispensation of God was righteous and yet to give place to the last ministration by Christ from heaven.

Objection:  


Is not the law a rule of life to us?  How then can it be done away?

Solution:  


If you consider what I have said, you may easily be satisfied.


If you mean by the law the substance commanded in the law, I say 'tis, and always was for the substantial matter in the law written in the heart in the creation:  in Tables of Stone to the Jews and in the heart by the Spirit in the Gospel which is:  love God and thy neighbor is one and the same.  But if you mean the law was given to Moses, the Mediator of the Old Covenant, to which appertained the worldly Sanctuary, &c., it neither is, nor ever was to the Gentiles.

Objection:  


How can it be said, we be free from the curse of the law where we are yet subject to sorrow, labor, sickness and death which are curses of the Law?

Solution:  


I answer that the Saints are subject to death and sickness, &c. 'tis true, but not upon the same account as others is as true.  The nature of all these things are changed, the sickness of the body redounds to the soul's health. The labor of the body serves to mind us that our rest is not here.  Death in the flesh serves to pass us to our rest and blessedness.  For blessed are the dead that die in the Lord for they shall rest from all their labors and their works follow them.  Hence Paul wisely desired to be dissolved that he might be with Christ.  Hence he glories in tribulation which if curses to him, he could not have done.  True it is, these are curses and poison to the world, but to a saint they are blessings and medicines well prepared by the skillful art of our great and charitable Physician, the Lord Jesus.

Objection:  


But God punishes people for sin, how then can they say, curses are all done away?

Solution:  


If by punishment you mean an execution of justice upon an offender in satisfaction of a law, which is properly only and truly punishment, I say God punishes not believers at all.  There is no curse in their habitation, no poison in their cup.  Their portion is grace, mercy, pardon, healing and salvation.

Objection:  


But some say God Himself saith, You of all nations have I known, therefore will I punish you for your iniquities.

Solution:  


To that I answer: That is a threatening suitable to the dispensation of the covenant of works.  To that state the Jews were trained up in, but now in the Gospel the language is altered, for God now appears to be love.  Now if we sin, it is said, We have an Advocate.

Objection:  


But God in the Gospel saith, Whom I love I rebuke and chasten;  therefore, He punishes His beloved for their sins.

Solution: 


I answer to this:  First, affirmatively that God doth afflict His people for sin, yea, His beloved, but,  secondly, I say afflictions are to them no curse at all, but a loving correction of a loving Father: not to satisfy His wrath (for He hath seen the travail of His Son and is already satisfied), but to manifest His mercy,  it being for His children's' healing, safety and prosperity.  They rather publish His love than His wrath:  For whom He loveth, He chasteneth, and whom He receiveth He scourgeth.  Therefore saith the Spirit to the saints, if you endure chastening, you are dealt withal as Sons.  Affliction is for their profit, as necessary for them as their meat and drink.  Before we be afflicted, we go astray.  Afflictions are a fruit of the Father's love in Christ's death;  therefore,  called the dyings or marks of Christ Jesus.  They are sent to crucify the sins in us that crucified Him.  They are as fire, to purify, not destroy the gold.  They yield the peaceable fruits of righteousness (though for the present they are not joyous) to them that are exercises therein.  If we suffer with Him. we shall also reign with Him.  And yet we must note that afflictions (though many times they be) yet are not always sent as chastisement for some particular sin, but for the shewing forth the power of God, as Christ speaks in the case of the blind man.  To conclude this of the law, I say we are freed from it as it was a covenant of works which was a dispensation of God to the creature by which He never intended life to the creature, but to advance the glory of His Son in showing them their weakness and sinfulness.  But as for substance of the matter contained in the commands, it is, I say again, a standing rule to all generations and he or they that walk not according to it; it is because they have no light in them.  To love God and our neighbor, the substance of the law is our duty as well as any others.

